
CSO Comments on Guidelines for Enhanced Country Ownership and Country 
Drivenness (BM17, July 2017) 

(Not delivered but submitted to GCF Secretariat) 
 
This document represents a missed opportunity to actually establish processes and practices that would 
allow the GCF to truly distinguish itself from other funds when it comes to country ownership. We have 
received ample feedback that NDAs, government bodies, civil society, etc. are vastly uninformed, 
under-informed, or mis-informed about the GCF. This document will do little, if anything, to remedy 

that. 
 
In light of the feedback we’ve received, the board needs to establish minimum functions that all NDAs 
must perform, such as interagency coordination, best practice civil society consultation, etc. NDAs 
should be made more fully aware of capacity building support available for these endeavors. The 
document fails to make sure that NDAs are in the driver’s seat. 
 
After being brought to the board now multiple times, this document merely re-states what already 
exists, and most importantly, almost everything is voluntary. For example, the document says: 

“Country programmes should be developed taking into account the best practice principles for multi-
stakeholder engagement.” Rather, it should REQUIRE that country programmes IMPLEMENT best 
practice multi-stakeholder engagement. NDAs should be REQUIRED, not encouraged, to set up national 
coordination mechanisms and formal consultation processes.  And now after the decision on the review 
of the Proposal Approval Process, in its current form it is no longer up-to date as some important 
improvements  in the project cycle such as the required NDA notification by AEs when a concept note 
is presented, are now included. 
 
We said many time that country ownership means more than interaction with the national government, 

or in many cases ownership by a single ministry. It must include local governments, affected 
communities, Indigenous Peoples, women, civil society, local private sector, and the Board should 
operationalize policies on country ownership to that effect. 
 
Finally, the section on “evaluating and developing country ownership” actually says very little about 
how country ownership will be evaluated. 
 
 


