
CSO Comments on Matters Related to REDD+ Results Based Payment (BM17, July 
2017) 

 
We acknowledge the great work done by the Secretariat and the REDD+ Champions in preparing the 
“Pilot program for REDD+ results based payments”. We appreciate the transparency so far in this 
process, and welcome the level of detail in the suggested ToR and scorecard for the first round of RFP. 
The draft scorecard will be an important component of the request for proposals and should be 
considered in detail in advance of the 18th board meeting. CSOs would like to share our 
recommendations for adjustments and additions to these documents. 
  

First of all, having no reference to the forthcoming Indigenous Peoples’ policy, expected to be 
concluded at the 18th board meeting, in this policy paper is a big gap.  Going forward, the Board 
champions and the Secretariat must ensure that the IP policy is integrated in the (second stage) 
scorecard in the list of GCF policies that the funding proposals must be in line with 
 
The draft scorecard incorporates UNFCCC guidance on REDD+ in a good way, especially the 
requirements on Cancun Safeguards. However, it suggests rating elements of safeguard compliance 
from 1 to 3 points. Since the Cancun safeguards are mandatory requirements before RBP for REDD+, 
reviewing the elements in the scorecard regarding these must be a pass or fail exercise that doesn't 

allow for anything less than full score for each element. 
 
UNFCCC guidance requires a summary of information presented by the country seeking RBP, showing 
how all of the Cancun Safeguards have been addressed and respected. To ensure compliance with 
Cancun Safeguards, an independent third party (neither the AE nor the National REDD+ authority - to 
avoid conflict of interest) should assess and verify the summary of information presented. 
 
We welcome the recognition that there might exist gaps between the Cancun Safeguards and the GCF 
interim ESS standard, which also applies to REDD+ RPB proposals. When overlaps are identified in 

assessing these gaps, the highest standard should apply. 
 
UNFCCC guidance recognizes that the successful implementation of REDD+ require that non-carbon 
benefits (NCBs) be incentivized for the long-term sustainability and co-benefit of REDD+ 
implementation. This may lead to both increased mitigation potential and in most cases deliver 
adaptation benefits. We would like to see the scorecard be designed in a way that gives more weight 
to NCB’s in the total score of the project than is suggested in the draft scorecard. 

 


