
CSO Comments on Synthesis of Board submissions on the update of the Strategic 
Plan (BM22, February 2019) 
 
 

While the GCF has significantly matured and scaled up its funding operations over the past three years, 
a number of challenges and areas requiring further work and/or reform remain so that the fund can 
fulfill its global mandate. It is thus imperative that the update of the Strategic Plan gives some clear 
vision for the future and places the GCF on a pathway aligned with the IPCC special report on 1.5 

degrees. we also also expect that the strategic plan will reflect a direction that is innovative and truly 
transformational, as well as further catalyze the current growing trend in private sector disinvestment 
in fossil fuels, as stated in various board members comments. 
 
This vision must be complemented with an action plan that includes shorter-term milestones and 
measures of success that are more detailed for the next 3-4 years in alignment with the first 
replenishment period and an evaluation of such at the end of the fixed year term. An updated strategic 
plan must both encompass larger operational priorities and outline clear actions that can guide a true 
advancement of the GCF.  

 
Civil society recognizes that determining the strategic direction for the GCF is vital to improving both 
the operation and impact of the Fund and ensuring its first replenishment results in achieving the GCF’s 
goals, and it is thus appropriate that the strategic plan is being considered alongside a similar planning 
document outlining the strategic directions for the replenishment. We seek some clarification about 
how these processes for updating the strategic plan and enacting strategic programming for 
replenishment will be connected. We look forward to finding out more details about the timeframes for 
both documents and in particular for opportunities for comprehensive input from civil society and 
affected peoples and communities, including women and indigenous peoples. 

 
The development of the GCF’s next strategic plan must include an iterative engagement process with 
stakeholders. We appreciate the opportunity to submit written comments by the close of April, but feel 
that the time-frame between now and when the draft will be presented at the 24th Board meeting 
should be utilized for more extensive and iterative engagement to ensure that the voices of civil society 
and therefore the climate-affected peoples and communities that they help give voice to are sufficiently 
integrated in the new strategic plan, including by focusing on some of the core mandates of the 
Governing Instrument to deliver multiple benefits through low-carbon and climate-resilient investments 
in the context of sustainable development and in a gender-responsive way. We ask for a timeline and 

more detailed information on how more extensive engagement will be structured, particularly as this 
submission period will precede the disclosure of any initial draft of an updated plan. 
 
 


