
CSO Comments on the initial operationalization of results-based finance for REDD+ (BM14, 

October 2016) 

Civil society and Indigenous peoples observers would like to express serious concerns about the minimal 

involvement of Observers in the current efforts by the GCF board to provide initial guidance on the 

operationalization of results-based finance for REDD+.  We strongly urge the GCF Board to put in place 

clear and robust stakeholder engagement guidelines/framework and an Indigenous Peoples Policy, 

including clear timelines. 

Specific Calls form the Indigenous peoples’ constituency: 
• develop further guidance on how the GCF ESS incorporates the Cancun REDD+ 

safeguards, taking into full account the non-carbon benefits of REDD+ as per the Warsaw 
Framework on REDD+, and building up on further iterations and elaborations of these, such as 
the UNREDD guidance on indigenous peoples participation and the Free Prior Informed Consent 
(FPIC) and the SEPC, as well as the REDD+ CCBA standards; 
 

• Adopt an Indigenous Peoples policy, and strive to achieve the best available practice and 
higher internationally recognized applicable standards and criteria in line with applicable 

international human rights obligations and standards such as the UNDRIP. This is already 
recognized for instance in UNREDD, the UN Agencies, and the CCBA standards. as well as in the 
Adaptation Fund. 

A minimum requirement of such IP Policy would state – as the case is with the Adaptation Fund 
– that the GCF  ““Projects/programmes will be consistent with the rights and responsibilities set 
forth in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and other applicable 
international instruments relating to indigenous peoples.” 

• Full and effective participation of indigenous peoples and CSOs in the development of such 

policies should be ensured.  

Language Specific Proposal: GCF/B.14/03: Annex: Draft decision of the Board 

In the light of the above, we propose to the Board to include the following to its package of decisions on 
this agenda item:   
 
• Further requests the Secretariat to develop guidance on REDD+ specific safeguards for 

GCF activities, and an indigenous peoples policy, integrating best practices and standards 
on REDD+, and in line with applicable international human rights obligations and 
standards such as the UNDRIP. 

 

• Requests the secretariat to carry out stakeholder consultations as referred to in paragraph 37 of 

this document. 

 

 


