
CSO Comments on the Support for Environmentally Sound Technologies (BM14, October 

2016) 

• We welcome the document and helpful presentations - It is important to focus on the ways in 
which the GCF is able to support access to environmentally sound technologies and for 

collaborative research and development; especially for countries that aren’t able to access 
resources for technology via other channels to do so via the GCF / complementarity issue 

• We think the draft Board decision should be amended to include language that indicates that it is 
the countries (NDE/NDA coordinated) which should submit proposals that facilitate access to 
technologies should this be their priority – to ensure support for technology aligns with country 
needs.  

• We would like to register some reservations about developing additional modalities or 

expanding the role of the GCF in research and development . We are worried that without 
careful consideration of what technologies the GCF should support the door could be opened to a 
series of approaches that will exacerbate the vulnerability and livelihoods of people already severely 
affected by climate change. For example technologies such as BECCS, combining bioenergy with 
carbon capture, should have no place in GCF funding where a number of adaptation projects are 
already coming before the Board addressing serious issues of food and water insecurity and related 
threats to people’s survival. 

• We would thus like to see a serious discussion about the exclusion of certain technologies 
from any form of GCF funding support in the Board and encourage instead a stronger focus on 
appropriate technologies and support for local best practices and traditional knowledge 
with direct benefit for local communities. This should be the primary focus of any R&D support 
provided by the GCF. 

•   In this context, it is also crucial to pay attention to the gender and Indigenous Peoples’ 

dimension of what constitutes an appropriate technology for local contexts, who gains 
access to and decision-making power over technologies and the cost-effectiveness of some 
proposed high-tech solutions.  Collaboration of the GCF with the CTCN on particular acknowledging 
and strengthening the gender-differentiated utility and application of technologies in local and 
context should be a key focus. 

 


