
CSO Letter to GCF Executive Director re Gender and Climate Finance Working Group (BM6/ Feb 
2014) 

 
 
February 24, 2014 
 
Ms. Hela Cheikhrouhou 
Executive Director 
Independent Secretariat 
Green Climate Fund 
Songdo, South Korea 
 
RE: Introduction to Informal Working Group on Gender and Climate Finance 
 
Dear Ms. Cheikhrouhou, 
 
As an informal working group of diverse organizations working on numerous complementary aspects of gender 
and climate finance, we write to introduce ourselves to you and offer our support to the Secretariat and the Board 
of the Green Climate Fund (GCF) to assist the Fund in its important task of operationalizing a gender-sensitive 
approach in the GCF.  Many important issue areas that will contribute to the success of this approach were on the 
agenda of the Board meeting in Bali, with guidance given by the Board to make crucial decisions in May. , In Bali, 
one key feedback from Board members on gender was that they would like to proceed ambitiously, with the Board 
deciding that 1) gender considerations should be integrated into draft policy documents and draft documents 
containing operational modalities up for decision at its 7th meeting in May and 2) a draft gender policy and action 
plan should be prepared -in consultation with relevant bodies and observer organizations- for discussion by the 
Board at its May meeting and for adoption at the 8th Board meeting in October. We understand the clear 
guidance and request by the GCF Board to ensure that the development of such a gender policy and action plan 
makes special efforts to bring in a wide range of developing country perspectives. 
 
Our current Informal Working Group on Gender and Climate Finance is comprised primarily of members and 
allies of the Global Gender and Climate Alliance (GGCA),1 an alliance of now nearly 100 UN, IGO and NGO 
organizations united together to ensure that climate change policies, programs and initiatives at all levels are 
gender responsive.  The working group, also includes a number of climate change and gender experts from 
outside this group such as the Heinrich Böll Foundation North America and Aksi!, demonstrating the wide variety 
of perspectives and experiences of policy and implementation work.  
 
The coordination and positions of the group has been driven by the leadership and expertise of key civil society 
experts on gender and climate finance, such as from the Heinrich Böll Foundation North America and the gender 
team at UNDP. Active members of the working group such as IUCN, UNDP, and NGOs, such as WEDO and 
CARE, draw upon their institutional capacity, as well to help support and inform the expertise of the working 
group. The group is also actively reaching out to some key non-GGCA actors in developing countries, including 
the South Centre and experts from other gender networks. 
 
Members of this informal working group have been actively advocating for a strong comprehensive gender 
mainstreaming approach in the GCF since the first design meetings of the Transitional Committee (TC) in 2011 
and have been instrumental in helping to anchor the gender-sensitive approach as a mandate in the GCF 
Governing Instrument. Over the last two years, the members of the working group have shared research and 
materials, coordinated priorities and provided technical support and background information to many GCF Board 
members, alternatives and their advisors.  Several experts in our group were involved in the consultations on the 
gender document for Bali, and we express our appreciation for the secretariat's outreach. 
 

                                                      
1 GGCA was founded at UNFCCC COP13 in Bali in 2007 by IUCN, WEDO, UNDP and UNEP; see more, 

including full list of members, at www.gender-climate.org 



The working group also works in other relevant settings, specifically with the CIF, GEF and the UNFCCC 
Secretariat. Many of its members also worked together with an advocacy group that included the Women and 
Gender Constituency of the UNFCCC, to provide expertise and support efforts around the operationalization of 
the COP-18 Gender Decision in Warsaw.  We are keen to also serve as a resource to the GCF and can offer 
coordinated expertise on gender and climate issues. 
 
The GCF has the unique opportunity to become the first climate financing mechanism mandated to pursue its 
work from the very beginning with a gender-sensitive approach. Integrating the real needs of -and drawing on the 
perspectives, capacities and expertise of, women and men alike- is central to the GCF’s pursuit of a paradigm 
shift towards low-emission and climate-resilient development pathways. 
 
Again, we are here to support you in this tremendously important effort – toward protecting and improving the 
lives and livelihoods of communities around the globe. We would welcome the opportunity to arrange a 
conference call in the following weeks to discuss how our working group could serve as a resource to the Fund 
and provide balanced insight and input as the gender policy of the Fund progresses forward.  
 
Best regards, 
 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature-IUCN (lorena.aguilar@iucn.org) 
 
Heinrich Böll Foundation North America (Liane.Schalatek@us.boell.org) 
 
GGCA Secretariat (cara@gender-climate.org) 
 
Women’s Environment and Development Organization – WEDO (bridget@wedo.org) 
 
CARE International – Poverty, Environment and Climate Change Network (PECCN) 
(sharmeling@careclimatechange.org) 
 
ENERGIA, the International Network on Gender and Sustainable Energy (s.oparaocha@ETCNL.NL) 
  
OXFAM (ACarvalho@oxfamamerica.org) 
 
Aksi! for gender, social and ecological justice (titi.soentoro@gmail.com) 
 
UNWomen (verona.collantes@unwomen.org) 
 
ActionAid International (Brandon.Wu@actionaid.org) 
 
WOCAN (jeannettegurung@wocan.org) 
 
Climate Wise Women (info@climatewisewomen.org) 
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