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Promoting risk mitigation instruments and finance for renewable energy and 
energy efficiency investments 
 

• We acknowledge that there are various positive features of this project. The credit 
problems of Argentina need addressing and it helps to meets those needs. There is a 
high level of country ownership – at least, in terms of consistency with the NDC; and 
the use of a “revolving fund” structure for energy efficiency is generally an efficient way 
to use resources.  

 
• We welcome the implicit technological modernization and gains through the installation 

of more efficient a new equipment a to produce energy. However, the strong emphasis 
of this project on  biomass is not particularly “transformative” and in fact, biomass has 
proven to be a quite inefficient way to produce energy, depending on the biomass 
source. Efforts should be directed to move away from biomass as a source of energy 
production and more focus on for instance solar and wind energy.  

 
• We welcome the suggestion that only secondary fuel sources for biomass and biogas 

will be used but we would like to call for an inclusion of an explicit reference in the legal 
agreement (FAA) governing the project.  Since the proposal contemplates that the lack 
of availability of waste and supply problems could be a risk in the long term, mainly for 
biomass sub-projects, it is imperative to have such a guarantee.  

 
• Regarding the forestry residues, timber and paper industry as potential secondary 

sources for the biomass plants and the thermochemical processes, there is a need to 
provide more information on the type of thermochemical processes that will be use for 
each source. The efficiency and emissions derived from incineration, pyrolysis and 
gasification (the thermochemical processes proposed at the moment) are not the same 
and is also very much link to the source being processes. This is very relevant because 
in fact, it has been proven that energy production from biomass (mainly from wood 
derived products like for instance pellets) can actually produce more emissions than 
non-renewable fuels.           
    

• The emissions associated to the  distance between the resource the plants location for 
each sub-project is also a factor that must be considered in the overall estimation of 
GHG emissions  since the main goal of the project is a reduction of the same.  

 
• It is also noteworthy that the Secretariat review talks of biomass “co-generation”, 

although this term is not mentioned at all in the project proposal. Will the biomass 
projects be co-generation and, if so, with what (eg. coal, gas, or existing industrial 
uses?). The ESS (p.12) implies co-generation in industrial plants but this point should 
be clarified - since it is important that biomass is not used to extend the life of coal- or 
other fossil-based infrastructure. 



Regarding the Gender Action Plan 
 
The analysis reflects accuracy. The overall addresses and GAP is positive. 
As described: the GAP foresees gender-sensitive activities on data gathering, awareness 
raising, and capacity building for SMEs and technology service providers, as well as 
information sessions for LFIs to promote gender equality and avoid gender biases. 
 
The activities, should include but not be limited to the following elements:  

• the production one study (activity 1).  
• Developing activities with at least 30% of SMEs and TSPs engaged. 
• Capacity building with at least 20 % participation. 
• 1 knowledge platform module to share experiences.  

 
The GAP describes an estimated budget assignment.  
 
Even though all these aspects are positive, the results are of some activities as described in 
the GAP do not guarantee the outcome. For example, some activities are not defined yet 
because they depend on the firms that will join them, although it foresees to work with local 
public and private actors (CEDEM - Centro de DeBartolo Económico de la Mujer CEDEM), and 
the National Women‘s Council), a close monitoring of the implementation regarding the 
activities definitions, as the project moves on, can be considered.  As well as how women will 
be supported when entering to the energy sector in Argentina which has been historically 
leaded by men. 


