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Africa Hydromet Program –Strengthening Climate Resilience in Sub-Saharan 
Africa: Burkina Faso Country Project 
 
• The project submitted by Burkina Faso which is part of a Regional Programme on hydrometry 

and meteorology focuses mainly on the agricultural sector which employs 82% of the 
working population in the country. This sector is characterized by rain fed agriculture 
subject to climatic hazards hence the importance of this project that intends to provide 
improved weather, climate and hydrological services to buid community resilience. 

 
• We note that one of the key components of the project is the capacity-building and 

development and the proposal should have more clarity in the way that communities, civil 
society, women or vulnerable groups will directly benefit from capacity building. 
Furthermore, the capacity building and equipment of the meteorological monitoring device 
should specify a targeting of the material allowing to have information which interest the 
vulnerable groups 

 
• Consultations with stakeholders were initiated in the project proposal preparation such as 

farmers, women’s groups and small entrepreneurs but the project but beyond government 
and research institutions, the project remains unclear on the involvement of civil society in 
the implementation of the project. Yet in terms of climate information, civil society has to 
develop experiences with community radios, SMS or voice calls. In addition to the 
strategies recommended by the ITAP on climate information products and knowledge 
sharing it would relevant to identified initiatives on climate or agro-weather information 
developed by CSOs and other institutions in order to build from those existing experiences. 

 
• We welcome the Gender Action Plan proposed to target and communicate weather 

forecasts and climate outlooks to the specific needs of women.  A diagnosis revealed that 
current information is not exploitable by women given their occupations, organizational 
system or their level of education. For more effectiveness, we request that the Women 
associations or national platforms be involved in the implementation of this Gender Action 
Plan. 

 
• However, and considering various questions raised regarding a previous version of this 

project - the project remains top down, generating data in an ivory tower, whilst lacking 
systems and social and communication infrastructure to allow for early warming messaging 
which actually informs and empowers the actual proposed beneficiaries: local population in 
rural areas. 

 


