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Building livelihood resilience to climate change in the upper basins of Guatemala’s 
highlands 
 
We think that the Guatemala proposal has a high potential of positive impact on most vulnerable 
groups in the country, in particular among indigenous peoples in the project implementation areas.  
 
We welcome the ITAP recommendation that the Evaluation Committee be expanded to include civil 
society members and academics representing relevant subjects in national universities. While we 
support this recommendation, we believe that indigenous peoples should also be involved, as 

potentially affected and beneficiaries of the project. Guatemala is a country where indigenous peoples 
represent the majority of population, hence it is crucial that they are not only identified as beneficiaries 
of the project, but are also included in decision-making and consultation processes, such as the 
Evaluation Committee. In that respect, we urge the IUCN to not just subsume IP representation in the 
committee under the "CSO" positions, but to create an explicit IP representation in the Evaluation 
Committee. 
 
We take note that a Readiness action was also supported in Guatemala with particular emphasis on 
stakeholder engagement and consultation, including indigenous peoples, and would be interested to 

know the extent to which this activity contributed in developing the NDA and AE capacity to fully 
engage with IPs in the identification, elaboration and preparation of the project and how this contribute 
to strengthen IP capacity to engage in its implementation and assessment. An additional element is 
related to the NDA capacity to understand and apply the GCF Indigenous Peoples Policy and Free Prior 
Informed Consent in a context in which attacks, killings and threats to Indigenous Peoples Human 
Rights Defenders are rampant and on the increase. After a recent mission to Guatemala, UN Special 
Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Vicky Tauli-Corpuz, expressed concern “over the 
failure of the Government to address structural discrimination and allocate funds to address the grave 
situation of indigenous peoples”. Furthermore, “Guatemala has not adopted legislation nor a 
mechanism for the adjudication of the rights of indigenous peoples to lands, territories and natural 
resources. Many are left in a situation of total vulnerability in the face of competing interests and 
numerous projects that are carried out without consultations or the consent of the peoples concerned.” 


