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Renewable Energy Project under the Pacific Islands Renewable Energy Investment 
Program 
 
Renewable energy is a key solution to the problem of climate change and has great potential to 
generate local jobs and hence local economic growth while ensuring co-benefits and contributing to 
gender equality, so long as local communities are meaningfully engaged in the design and 
implementation of the project.  Within the proposal documents submitted at B.20, this project 
appeared to have limited and insufficient engagement and consultation with local communities, 
especially women, despite the project location being surrounded by a number of households.  The 

accredited entity shared that a few subsequent local consultations with regards to environmental and 
social impacts with gender perspectives have been made, and the minutes of some community 
meetings were shared here at B.21. We would expect more thorough consultations, which would have 
provided comprehensive understanding and benefits sharing with gender equality within the project 
scope, and how the views of local communities have been incorporated, to have been supplemented to 
the originally submitted proposal documents.   
 
Regarding the Gender Action Plan of the proposal, we appreciate the efforts to increase women's 
employment in both technical and non-technical roles in a traditionally male-dominated industry and 

look forward to seeing substantive progress when the project is implemented. We expect that the 
baseline of women's employment is measured at the point of securing a contractor, rather than 
assuming it to be zero as in the current plan, and we encourage this process of procurement prioritise 
contractors' capacities, willingness, and experiences in employing, training, and promoting women. 
 
According to the ADB's IEE, there are nearly 10,000 households living nearby the existing and new 
renewable energy plants. Yet, in the proposal, only 100 local residents were reported to have been 
consulted.  It is imperative that the concerns of local communities be sufficiently raised and addressed, 
especially regarding how their livelihoods may be changed as a result of the project.  We recognise the 
AE's attempts for several consultations; however, the details and outcomes should have been provided 

as part of the submitted documents, prior to any Board consideration. Understanding the different 
views of local communities, especially women's viewpoints, on the proposed project, is a critical 
component of proposal review. 
 
Tongo's energy/power plan appears to have been prepared and finalised with consultations only from 
government agencies; no detail was provided on CSO/NGO engagement in the formulation of such a 
plan.  Renewable energy is vastly dispersed by nature and harnessing it will require local meaningful 
and inclusive engagement in the plan.  It is therefore suggested that CSOs/NGOs and other 
stakeholders be engaged in RE planning and implementation 


