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DBSA Climate Finance Facility 
 
Although the project contributes to the targeted 4 country national development strategies and 
investments in the sectors of water, energy and waste management, we are concerned that the 
environmental and social feasibility elements in the eligibility criteria for selection of sub-projects are 
unclear. Additionally, the guidelines for monitoring and impact measurement are also unclear. This may 
result in funding sub-projects that would have serious and long term negative effects to the 
environmental and social setting, or that will not result in meaningful positive impact or transformative 
change in the long run.  

 
On gender integration, while gender analysis studies were done in each of the targeted countries, the 
gender action plan is not comprehensive as it does not include a budget, presents generic activities and 
indicators, and has unclear responsibilities and timelines. We recommend the development of country-
specific gender action plans, which should include well-defined activities and indicators and clearly 
delineated responsibilities and timelines, as well as an integration back into the overall project results 
management framework.  
 
In addition, the project focuses on on-lending, which presents a risk of burden on the targeted 

beneficiaries, as it may increase the odds of client delinquency in the various targeted countries 
depending on the size of the loans and socioeconomic situation. We note that, at the moment, the 
targeted beneficiaries for the various sub-projects/programmes are not yet known –therefore, careful 
country examination of the socioeconomic situation of the targeted beneficiaries must be required by 
DBSA when reviewing and awarding contracts to sub-projects. It will also be important that GCF 
concessionality levels awarded to the project is passed on to targeted beneficiaries.  
 
The Climate Finance Facility will focus on infrastructure projects that mitigate or adapt to climate 
change, but as mentioned the rapid price increase for electricity has led to a decrease in electricity 
consumption per capita. However, beyond driving down debt costs, it is not sufficiently certain that the 

costs of services planned by the project will be more accessible to vulnerable populations. 


